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PROGRAMME 
EMPLOYMENT AND SOCIAL POLICY  

 

 
 

Europe is built upon shared values that make its social model unique. That our model 
has to evolve in step with developments in today’s world does not mean that we have 
to forsake or disfigure it: Europe has to lead the way in the social field as well.  
 
Labor, employment and social policy are not a balancing variable in European 
construction: they should be at the core of Europe’s agenda insofar they have a very 
direct impact on the daily lives of millions of Europeans.  
 
That Member States have responsibility for rolling out much of this policy does not 
mean – much to the contrary – that we should not set shared aims and work towards 
them together.  
 
To do so, Europe no doubt needs common rules. It also has to explore other paths, 
exchanging best practices, experimenting and discussing, to get to the crux of the 
issues, understand expectations, and try to meet them. It must also recall its pledge 
to turn its values into tangible results that European citizens can enjoy in their daily 
lives.  
 
This is not only a challenge for the European Union’s governments: every MEP and 
every organisation working towards social progress has an active role to play as well.  
 
I wish French presidency time offers an opportunity to a collective momentum for the 
benefit of social Europe’s renewal.  
           
 

                                                                                
  

Xavier Bertrand 
               Minister for Labour, Social Relations, 

                    Family and Solidarity 
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�x RENEWED SOCIAL AGENDA  
 
On 2 July 2008, the Commission is presenting a political communication and  number 
of initiatives to renew Europe’s social agenda.  
 
This renewal will have to answer the new European social realities, as they appear in 
the consultation the Commission raised. The goal is to map out Europe’s social aims 
at home and on the international front for the years to come. 
 
To contribute to this debate, the French Presidency mobilized experts and asked the 
European Economic and Social Committee to prepare a European social action 
programme. Their contribution and Commission communication will open the debate 
at the informal meeting for ministers in charge of labor and social policy in Chantilly, 
France, on 10 and 11 July. This meeting will provide an opportunity to broach the 
major challenges shaping Europe’s social project, namely globalisation, our joint 
determination to curb climate change, demographic changes and their consequences 
on employment and senior citizens situation, and growing diversity in European 
societies.  
 
We will likewise be discussing Social Europe’s legislative, financial and conventional 
instruments, as well as the open method of coordination and other instruments 
promoting best-practice exchanges. 
 
Debates about renewing Europe’s social agenda will continue through the French 
Presidency’s six-month term and involve all parties – in particular at the expert 
conference on 12 November in Paris. The EPSSCO Council will also be discussing 
efforts to renew Europe’s social agenda.  
 
�x GETTING BACK TO WORK, FLEXICURITY, MOBILITY AND WORKER PROTECTION 
 
Globalisation is urging EU Member States to modernise their labour markets, 
facilitate workers' opportunities to go back to work, and provide for worker 
protection ‘especially in situations involving mobility. 
 
As regards modernising labour markets, the French Presidency is planning to ask 
the EPSSCO Council to move ahead on the conclusions that the European Mission for 
Flexicurity set up on 5 December 2007 disclosed, with a view to rolling out shared 
principles. This mission will present a milestone report to the EPSSCO Council on 2 
October and its final report to the EPSSCO Council on 15 December.  
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